[image: Diagram

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]


[bookmark: _Hlk209643090]EA-P presents.
Anti Polish Monitor report on:
Wall Street Journal
By Jan Niechwiadowicz 




[bookmark: _Hlk211274247]Join the EA-P Patreon today — your support makes a real difference in fighting anti-Polish sentiment.


https://www.patreon.com/user?u=81401631


[bookmark: _Hlk211274312]By becoming a Patreon supporter, you’ll help fund the creation of a comprehensive understanding of anti-Polonism. In return, you’ll gain early and exclusive access to new material, voting rights to guide upcoming projects, and more.

Join today and be part of ending anti-Polonism.


https://www.patreon.com/user?u=81401631

[bookmark: _Hlk204192844]© Copyright Encountering Anti-Polonism Ltd. Non-commercial users should follow standard copyright law in their countries. All rights reserved. Reproducing, storing in electronic form, or transmitted, in any form or by any means including photocopying, recording, or otherwise is allowed provided Encountering Anti-Polonism (EA-P) are credited and copied on these transmissions (contact@ea-p.info). For commercial use, please e-mail contact@ea-p.info. 

Copyrighted material is used in this report based on the fair use policy i.e., for commentary, criticism, news reporting, research, and educational purposes.

The Anti-Polish Monitor reports are compiled by EA-P. This edition does not include charts; subsequent editions will incorporate quantitative visual data.

Disclaimer
[bookmark: _Hlk211377755]
This report was authored by David Jan Niechwiadowicz, Director of Encountering Anti-Polonism, a UK-based independent publisher and research organisation.

It is published in good faith for informational and educational purposes. The author and Encountering Anti-Polonism have taken reasonable care to ensure factual accuracy and fair comment based on verifiable sources available at the time of publication.
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[bookmark: _Toc210821743]Introduction

[bookmark: _Hlk211274446]Having read tens of thousands of articles about Poles and Poland, I know the hypocrisy of the media towards Polishness. To demonstrate any bias, Encountering Anti-Polonism (EA-P) converts articles into quantitative data. This data allows us to identify which media outlets offer fair, neutral, or poor coverage of Poland.

As I have personally funded most of EA-P's activities—and given the wide scope of potential research—this first series of reports focuses on key aspects of media coverage regarding German-occupied Poland during World War II (WWII). These key areas are:

How fairly does the media cover Nazi German camps in other occupied or collaborating countries compared to the coverage of camps located in German occupied Poland.

When prompted to correct their errors, do they demonstrate a willingness and ability to do so?

Whether the media report on pogroms against Jews in other countries as frequently as those occurring in Poland.

Who appears most in media portrayed as heroes: Nazi party members or actual Polish heroes?

Is the breaking of the enigma code by Poles properly recognised by the media.

Are Poles included in the victims in the Nazi German camp.

What term are used to describe the victims in the Nazi German and other camps.
Based on the articles studied, who are described as the criminals in the camps?

How is Poland represented in media narratives concerning its status as an occupied country during WWII?

We encourage other experts to review and verify these foundational data. EA-P is open to sharing our findings with those who can contribute to this analysis.

For those with limited knowledge of these issues please read EA-P Guide to Poland and WWII available for free via our website or upon request.

[bookmark: _Hlk210078509]All EA-P material is dedicated to the memory of Andrzej Tutkaj and Elizabeth Niechwiadowicz. 

Additionally, I extend my sincere gratitude to the many friends and colleagues who, over the years, have generously contributed their time and expertise in an advisory capacity to support this work. 

[bookmark: _Hlk211267668]Any errors or omissions remain the sole responsibility of Encountering Anti-Polonism Ltd.

For further research on the misrepresentations of German-occupied Poland during WWII, and to support forthcoming studies on the historical roots and development of anti-Polonism, readers are invited to consult: https://www.patreon.com/user?u=81401631.

[bookmark: _Hlk211276567] Your support helps me continue this important work to expose and counter bias against Poles, Poland, and Polishness. When possible, EA-P will publish our reports at: www.EA-P.info 

Join our Facebook community: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Encountering.anti.Polonism 

Please support our efforts by spreading awareness of our work or offering your assistance in completing this vital research. Contact us at contact@ea-p.info


Signed on behalf of Encountering Anti-Polonism.

((David)) Jan Niechwiadowicz
Awarded Człowiek Roku (Man of the Year) by Dziennik Polski[footnoteRef:1] and its patron, the Polish Embassy in the United Kingdom, in 2012. In 2013, granted membership in the Polish Combatants’ Association (SPK)[footnoteRef:2]. In 2014, received the Bene Merito[footnoteRef:3] honorary distinction from the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs for efforts in combating discrimination against Poles and Poland. [1:  https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dziennik_Polski_i_Dziennik_%C5%BBo%C5%82nierza ]  [2:  https://www.search.staffspasttrack.org.uk/Details.aspx?&ResourceID=30031&SearchType=2&ThemeID=289#:~:text=The%20Polish%20Ex%2DCombatants%20Association%20(SPK)%20was%20formed%20in,a%20free%20and%20independent%20Poland. ]  [3:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bene_Merito_honorary_distinction ] 






Wall Street Journal
The Wall Street Journal is a newspaper published in United States. It focuses on Business. 

This report presents an analysis of the Wall Street Journal, focusing on its coverage of German-occupied Poland during the Second World War (WWII). The central research question: Is the Wall Street Journal’s reporting on German-occupied Poland during WWII biased? It is important to note that not all articles examined necessarily reflect the official editorial stance of the Wall Street Journal, and editorial perspectives may have evolved over time.

Nonetheless, through a comparative analysis of the Wall Street Journal’s coverage of Poland under German occupation—relative to its reporting on other Nazi German-occupied countries—EA-P contends that the Wall Street Journal demonstrates a Biased attitude towards Poland and the Polish people in the context of WWII reporting.

Overview
Media:						Wall Street Journal
Type:						Newspaper
Country:						United States
Location:						New York
Circulation:					555200 (2023)
Owner:						Dow Jones & Company
Media type:					Both
Political Orientation:			Centre-right
Wikipedia:						https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wall_Street_Journal



[bookmark: _Toc210821744]Currently Catalogued Issues, Distortions, and Concern

Total number of issues, distortions, and concerns identified:	28[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Reports that constitute fair or balanced journalism have been excluded from this analysis. For example, articles discussing Polish government legislation or those covering President Obama’s use of the offensive term Polish death camp are not considered.] 

Frequent repetition of phrasing linked to negative depictions of Poland

All issues appearing on the website:						26
Frequent repetition of phrasing linked to negative depictions of Poland

All issues appearing in print editions:					2
Occasional isolated phrasing related to Poland

Key six issues[footnoteRef:5]:										2 [5:  The “key six” are Polish concentration camp, Polish concentration camps, Polish death camp, Polish death camps, Polish extermination camp, Polish extermination camps.] 

Occasional isolated phrasing related to Poland

Key six appearing on the website:						2
Occasional isolated phrasing related to Poland

Key six appearing in print editions:						2
Occasional isolated phrasing related to Poland

German camps moved into Poland[footnoteRef:6]:						0 [6:  The term “German camps moved into Poland” refers to cases where German-run camps were relocated from Germany or other occupied territories into Poland. Only partial data is available on this category due to limited funding for further research.] 

Rate as: Good
	
Major issues, distortions, and concerns[footnoteRef:7]:					10 [7:  The category labelled “major issues, distortions, and concerns” excludes both the “key six” and instances of camps moved into Poland. This category includes cases where implied ownership is suggested—for example, terms like Poland’s Auschwitz—but excludes more neutral phrases such as Auschwitz in Poland. This data set is also partial.] 

Noticeable but limited usage of potentially misleading phrasing

Miscellaneous issues[footnoteRef:8]: 							16 [8:  Other issues such as claims of Polish collaborators, camps described as in Poland with no context, and Polish cavalry charged German tanks.] 

Repeated usage of phrasing with negative or inaccurate connotations

Corrections:
	Corrected									0
	Partial									3	Outstanding								21
	Unknown									21

Corrections score[footnoteRef:9]:								6.25% [9:  Assigning a score of 1 to fully corrected issues, 0.5 to partially corrected issues, and 0 to outstanding (uncorrected) issues—while excluding those with unknown correction status.
] 

Correction considered: Negligible correction effort or responsiveness Note: Sufficient data

Corrections score key six only:						25%
Correction considered: Limited corrective action, most issues remain unresolved Note: Insufficient data


[bookmark: _Toc210821745]
Comparative Analysis of Nazi German Concentration Camps Across Europe

Poor coverage of Poland under Nazi German occupation can be unintentional, but is there evidence that supports that responsibility for atrocities committed by Germans, Austrians, and others non-Germans collaborating with the Third Reich[footnoteRef:10] has been deliberately shifted onto Poles and Poland, [10:  For those unfamiliar with any terms please see the glossary in EA-P Guide to Poland and World War Two.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk209649176]This section examines the media's portrayal of Nazi German concentration camps in various European countries during WWII. This is seen as most grave concern i.e., the use of misleading terms such as Polish concentration camp and similar phrases. This linguistic pattern is especially problematic given the historical reality that Poland was a victim of occupation and did not collaborate in the establishment or operation of Nazi German camps.

It is important to emphasize that Nazi Germany established concentration and extermination camps throughout occupied Europe, with Germany's collaborators also operated their own camps.

Due to shifting national borders after the war, the present-day location of former Nazi German camps may differ from their status before WWII. For consistency, EA-P classifies camps based on their pre-war national affiliation. In cases where the country is not explicitly named, the camp’s name is used to determine its geographical classification. Entries marked "unknown" reflect instances where the location cannot be determined with certainty.

This analysis assumes that if the media were using the adjective Polish purely in a geographical sense, similar geographic descriptors would be applied consistently to camps located in other countries. 


Therefore, this section compares the frequency and context of the six key terms[footnoteRef:11] wrongly associated with Poland (e.g., Polish death camp) to equivalent phrases referencing thirteen other countries involved in WWII, substituting Polish with the appropriate national adjective in each case. [11:  The key six are Polish concentration camp, Polish concentration camps, Polish death camp, Polish death camps, Polish extermination camp, Polish extermination camps.] 


References using Polish identifiers: 				2
References using non-Polish identifiers: 			7
Difference between the analysis of Nazi German concentration camps across Europe and those located in Poland:			5

Coverage of concentration and extermination camps categorised as: Good



[bookmark: _Toc210821746]Coverage of pogroms

While it is an unfortunate and painful historical truth that pogroms[footnoteRef:12] occurred in German-occupied Poland—and in isolated cases even after WWII—these events represent deeply tragic chapters in Polish history. Incidents such as the Jedwabne pogrom during the war and the Kielce pogrom in 1946 are acknowledged as profound moral failures that demand critical reflection and remembrance. [12:  For more information on pogroms see chapter 2 in EA-P Guide to Poland and World War Two.] 


However, when placed in a broader comparative context, the frequency and scale of pogroms in Poland were limited. Compared to similar atrocities in other European countries under Nazi occupation or Axis-aligned regimes, pogroms in Poland were less frequent and resulted in significantly lower numbers of casualties.

The five major pogroms outside of Poland resulted in approximately 129 times the Jewish victims as the two within Poland.

This section analyses the coverage of pogroms in Poland alongside the major pogroms of Rumbula (Latvia), Kaunas (Lithuania), Ponary (Lithuania), Iași (Romania), and Babi Yar (Ukraine). At least 200,000 Jews were murdered in five major pogroms outside of Poland, yet these events are referenced in only: 		16

In contrast, the two largest pogroms that occurred within Poland—Jedwabne and Kielce—which together account for, at most, 1,642 Jewish victims, have been the subject of: 	25

Difference between the analysis of pogroms across Europe and those located in Poland:					-9

Coverage of pogroms categorised as: Very Unfair


[bookmark: _Toc210821747]Comparative Analysis of Media Coverage: Polish Heroes versus Nazi-Affiliated Figures

A key concern identified in this analysis is the selective portrayal of WWII figures in mainstream media. There is a noticeable tendency to depict certain Nazis as heroic, despite their earlier complicity in the German regime. Schindler, a Nazi Party member, profited from the exploitation of Jewish slave labor in Poland, while Stauffenberg, a German officer, actively served the Nazi state before his failed attempt to assassinate Hitler.

In contrast, Polish individuals who demonstrated extraordinary courage and moral integrity in resisting Nazi German oppression—often at great personal cost—receive comparatively little recognition.  These individuals include Zofia Kossak-Szczucka, Irena Sendler, Henryk Sławik, The Ulma family, Captain Witold Pilecki., General Władysław Sikorski, General Władysław Anders, General Stanisław Sosabowski, and General Stanisław Maczek. Eight individuals plus one family.

See chapter 3 in EA-P Guide to Poland and World War Two for more on these heroics and villain’s individuals.

Nine prominent Polish heroes receive coverage in only 14 articles, 

Two Nazis are the subject of 71 articles.

Difference between the analysis of Polish heroes & Nazi criminals: -57

Coverage of Polish heroes is categorised as: Appalling




[bookmark: _Toc210821748]Cracking the enigma code

During the Second World War, the German armed forces employed encryption to prevent their communications from being intercepted and understood. Central to this effort was the Enigma machine, a complex cipher device whose code evolved over time. While the public narrative credits British efforts with breaking the Enigma code, it was in fact a team of Polish mathematicians—Marian Rejewski, Henryk Zygalski, and Jerzy Różycki—who first succeeded in deciphering its mechanisms in the 1930s. Their pioneering work laid the foundation for the later British breakthroughs at Bletchley Park.

Despite the foundational nature of their contribution, media and academic coverage has disproportionately emphasized the role of Alan Turing, a British mathematician who was part of the team that built upon the earlier Polish successes. 

See Chapter 4 of EA-P Guide to Poland and World War Two. for more information on the breaking of the enigma code.

An analysis of available sources shows a significant imbalance:

Articles about 3 Poles who cracked the Enigma:		0
Articles about 1 Britian who continued their work:		41
Coverage of enigma coverage is categorised as: 		Appalling


[bookmark: _Toc210821749]
Nazi German Victims

This section is based on preliminary data and remains incomplete. Continued support through Patreon will enable EA-P to conduct and complete this research.

It is important to acknowledge that Jews were the primary victims of the Nazi German concentration and extermination camp at Auschwitz. However, it should also be noted that ethnic Poles constituted the second-largest group of victims at the camp[footnoteRef:13]—a fact that is frequently overlooked in historical discourse. For a detailed overview of victim groups in the Nazi German camps, see Chapter 5 of EA-P Guide to Poland and World War Two. [13:  https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/ten-facts-about-auschwitz
    http://www.camps.bbk.ac.uk/camps.html	
    https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/history-and-overview-of-auschwitz-birkenau 	] 


The victims of Nazi persecution and genocide have been described and categorised in various ways. They were frequently grouped together under broader designations, although each category encompassed multiple terms and identities. Commonly referenced groups include:

[bookmark: _Hlk209987936]Persons with disabilities (including those historically described as handicapped or mentally ill):	0
Homosexual, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and other LGBTQ individuals:				0
Jews / Jewish people:			15
Poles / Polish people:			0
Roma and Sinti communities (also historically referred to as Gypsies, Romany, or Gypsy people):		0
Soviet citizens, including Communists and Soviet prisoners of war (POWs):					0




In examining the history of Auschwitz, it must be acknowledged that, while Jews—numbering approximately 1.1 million—constituted the largest group of victims, ethnic Poles, of whom an estimated 140,000 were deported and around 70,000–85,000 were killed, represented the second largest group subjected to systematic persecution and death. Alongside these groups, some 20,000 Roma and Sinti, at least 15,000 Soviet prisoners of war, and tens of thousands of political prisoners, clergy, and members of various national minorities were also incarcerated and murdered, underscoring Auschwitz’s dual function as both the central site of the Holocaust and a broader instrument of Nazi German terror.

Persons with disabilities (including those historically described as handicapped or mentally ill):	0
Homosexual, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and other LGBTQ individuals:				0
Jews / Jewish people:			15
Ethnic Poles / Polish people:	0
Roma and Sinti communities (also historically referred to as Gypsies, Romany, or Gypsy people):		0
Soviet citizens, including Communists and Soviet prisoners of war (POWs):					0

This study compares the representation of ethnic Polish victims with other persecuted groups—homosexuals, Roma and Sinti, the disabled, and Soviet prisoners—whose numbers at Auschwitz were smaller.

Persons with disabilities (including those historically described as handicapped or mentally ill):	Bad

Homosexual, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and other LGBTQ individuals:				N/A						

Roma and Sinti communities (also historically referred to as Gypsies, Romany, or Gypsy people):		N/A	

Soviet citizens, including Communists and Soviet prisoners of war (POWs):					Bad		

The overall evaluation draws on comparative analysis across four persecuted groups—homosexuals, Roma and Sinti, the disabled, and Soviet prisoners—to assess the relative representation of ethnic Polish victims within the context of Auschwitz narratives: Appalling

Another issue of concern is the use of phrases such as Polish concentration camp refugee, Polish death camp survivor, Polish Holocaust victims, and similar constructions. While these terms may be technically accurate in certain grammatical contexts, they risk being misinterpreted—for example, as implying that the concentration camps or death camps were operated by Poland, or that the Holocaust was perpetrated by Poles (e.g., "refugee from a Polish concentration camp" or "survivor of a Polish death camp"). Through systematic monitoring, EA-P aims to assess whether such potentially misleading terminology is also employed in reference to other countries or contexts.

Instances recorded:
· Misleading references involving Polish terminology: 		3
· Misleading references involving non-Polish terminology: 	0
· Conclusion: Unfair




[bookmark: _Toc210821750]Criminals

This section is based on preliminary and limited data. Readers are encouraged to support the ongoing work of the EA-P project to enable the completion and refinement of this research. The EA-P project documents individuals identified as perpetrators in historical sources and media articles. The project also records the terminology used to describe these individuals, classifications as German, Nazi, Polish, Soviet, and Ukrainian. It should be noted that both SS and Gestapo personnel are categorized under the term "Nazi."

Germans:		5
Nazis:		17
Poles:		25
Soviets:		0
Ukrainians:	0

Falsely depicting ethnic Poles as perpetrators, compared with articles that correctly attribute responsibility to Nazis rated as Appalling.

Falsely depicting ethnic Poles as perpetrators, compared with articles that correctly attribute responsibility to Germans rated as Appalling.

Falsely depicting ethnic Poles as perpetrators, compared with articles that correctly attribute responsibility to Germans and Nazis rated as Bad.









[bookmark: _Toc210821751]Occupation of Poland
This is another section where available data remains limited. Contributions of time and expertise to the EA-P project are welcome and would assist in advancing and completing this work.

An outstanding question remains: How frequently is the occupation of Poland referenced in the sources under review?

Articles referring to occupation:	3
Articles with no occupation:		20
Occupation rating:				Bad




[bookmark: _Toc210821752]Summary

1. Baseline Indicators:					Problematic	
2. Comparative Atrocities: 			Good		
3. Pogroms and Representation:			Very Unfair	
4. Polish Heroes versus Nazi Criminals: 	Appalling
5. The Enigma Code:					Appalling			
6. Victimhood and Memory:			Appalling	
7. Criminal Attribution:				Bad		
8. Occupation and Historical Accuracy:	Bad


[bookmark: _Toc210821753]Conclusion

The Wall Street Journal demonstrates a Biased attitude towards Poland and Poles. This assessment is based on Outstanding data (318) spread across 17 areas, which is considered Good. Overall, the Wall Street Journal data is Excellent for the conclusions presented here.
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